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Contrary to Lenin's worst fears, the Germans did not
take the opportunity provided by Mirbach's assassination
to destroy the Bolshevik regime by military intervention.
The truth was, the day had passed when Germany could
take reprisals for the murder of her Ambassadors as she
had in the case of Baron von Kettler during the Boxer
Eising.1 Things were going radically wrong on the Western
Front, and the German Government was inclined to
accept the apologies and condolences of the Bolsheviks,
especially as the political party to which Mirbach's
assassins belonged had been dealt with so faithfully. The
affair resolved itself into a series of diplomatic exchanges
in which the Soviet Government, sensing a weakening in
the German attitude, stiffened their own. They refused to

Lockhart was arrested in Moscow and lodged in the death-cells of the
Kremlin, where he had as fellow prisoners Spiridonova, General Brus-
silov, and Dora Kaplan, who had made the attempt on Lenin. Lockhart
was ultimately released and exchanged for Litvinov, who had been
arrested in London. The attempted assassination of Lenin was the signal
for the outbreak of the Red Terror, with its systematic massacres and
private murders, which resulted in the " liquidation " of many hundred
thousand victims.

It is not without irony that, having originally been made the excuse
for the " liquidation " of the Right Social Revolutionaries and the
bourgeoisie in 1918, the attempt of Dora Kaplan on Lenin should have
been attributed, at the Treason Trial of 1938, to the instigation of
Bukharin and the Left Communists.

1 At the beginning of the siege of the Peking Legations in 1900 Baron
von Kettler, the German Minister, was shot on his way to the Foreign
Office, and it was reported that the Empress Dowager subsequently
had a chair covered with his skin. The German Emperor in turn
exhorted his punitive expeditionary force to emulate Attila and his Huns.
Tragedy has stalked the family fortune of the Kettlers. In April 1938,
shortly after the German annexation of Austria, the son of the
murdered Minister, who had been serving as personal assistant to
Herr von Papen, the German Ambassador to Austria, met death
suddenly and under mysterious circumstances. It was never established
whether he had committed suicide or had been murdered because
he knew too much of the plans which had preceded the march into
Austria.